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Spreading Christmas 
spirit — $14,000 wort 


Secret Santas give away random gifts of cash in metro Detroit 
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Sabrina Boyd of Lincoln Park gives a long hug to one of the Secret Santas after receiving $400 on Friday. ERIC SEALS/DETROIT FREE PRESS 


Jim Schaefer Detroit Free Press | USA TODAY NETWORK 


Now it’s a 10-year-long tradition. 


Two Secret Santas descended on metro Detroit again Friday, 
handing out cash to complete strangers. They gave out $14,000, 


one crisp $100 bill at a time. 


At that clip, they’ve now given out $143,000, give or take a few 
hundred, since they began their annual rite of unconditional gift- 


giving in 2008. 


Just so we’re clear: That’s $143,000 — of their own cash. 

On Friday, they showered money mainly in Lincoln Park and 
Detroit, but also in Southgate and Allen Park. They found people 
at bus stops, shopping in thrift stores, working in fast-food joints. 
With the help of police, they even pulled over a city bus in Detroit. 

They passed out fresh, snappy Benjamins to all those people. 

There were special cases who got more. Police in Lincoln Park 
and Detroit helped find them for the Santas. 

In one home, there was a 28-year-old mother, struggling with 


lymphoma while raising two kids. 


See SANTAS, Page 3A 


Sam Martin, 8, of Detroit picks up two gifts wrapped with “Star 
Wars”-themed paper during the annual Adopt-A-Family at the 


Mariners Inn in Detroit on Friday. Behind him are his father 
Richard Martin, his sister Lula Martin, 6, and his mother 
Kenyetta Phillips, all of Detroit. JUNFU HAN/DETROIT FREE PRESS 


Poll: Schuette leads Whitmer for governor by 3 points 


Paul Egan 
Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


LANSING - A new poll has Republican At- 
torney General Bill Schuette leading former 
Senate Minority Leader Gretchen Whitmer, a 
Democrat, by three percentage points in the 
2018 race for governor. 

Of the 600 active and likely voters polled by 
EPIC-MRA of Lansing, 38% said they would 
support Schuette in a head-to-head matchup, 


while 35% said 
they would vote 
for Whitmer. 
Schuette’s 
edge is within the 
poll’s margin of 
error of plus or 
minus 4 percent- 
age points. 
Bernie Porn, president of EPIC-MRA, said 
he only tested Schuette and Whitmer because 
they are the current front-runners by signifi- 


Bill 
Schuette 


Gretchen 
Whitmer 


cant margins. 

When his firm tested Schuette and Whitmer 
in a head-to-head matchup in August, they 
were tied 37% to 37%. 

Whitmer remains well-positioned, Porn 
said, because she is within the margin of error 
despite a lack of name recognition. 

Of those polled, 12% had a favorable view of 
Whitmer while 6% had an unfavorable view, 
and 64% did not recognize her name. Whit 


See POLL, Page 7A 


Feds want 
prison 
officials 
punished 


Judge asked for sanctions in 
records destruction in Mich. 


Paul Egan 
Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


LANSING - The U.S. Justice Department 
wants a judge to impose sanctions on the 
Michigan Department of Corrections for de- 
stroying records relevant to the federal law 
enforcement’s lawsuit against the depart- 
ment. 

In a court filing this week, Justice Depart- 
ment officials accused state prison officials of 
“at a minimum, negligence,” for destroying 
job duty records that are important to their 
2016 lawsuit alleging the department has dis- 
criminated against female corrections offi- 
cers at the state’s only women’s prison, Wom- 
en’s Huron Valley Correctional Facility. 

The destruction of records happened after 
the department was put on notice that the 
records should be preserved, and “severely 
prejudices” the department’s ability to prove 
its case, Justice Department attorneys said in 
a Wednesday court filing. 

As a result, the court should draw certain 
inferences about the allegations in the law- 
suit and bar the department from using cer- 
tain defenses, the attorneys said. 

Chris Gautz, a department spokesman, 
said the agency “strongly disagrees with the 
assertions” made in the court filing. 

“The department has retained and pro- 
duced all post orders since the lawsuit was 
filed in 2016,” he said. “The Attorney General’s 
Office, which represents the department, will 
be filing its full response with the court.” 


See PRISON, Page 7A 


MSU’s Simon 
apologizes 
for Nassar 
victims’ pain 


Lansing State Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


EAST LANSING - Michigan State Univer- 
sity President Lou Anna Simon apologized to 
victims of Larry Nassar during a Board of 
Trustees meeting on Friday. 

Several of the women who 
say the former MSU doctor 
sexually assaulted them were 
in the room to hear it. 

‘Tm truly sorry for the 
abuse you've suffered, the pain 
it’s caused and the pain it con- 
tinues to cause today,” Simon 
said. “I’m sorry a physician 
who called himself a Spartan 
so utterly betrayed your trust and everything 
the university stands for.” 

At least 125 women have made criminal 
complaints against Nassar, who was an es- 


See MSU, Page 7A 
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Weather 


High 33° X Low 25° 
Snow. Forecast, 2A 
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Republicans appear to lock down 
Senate votes for tax bill 2A 


